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Are the Methodifts Diſſenters ? 


HAD a queſtion like this been agitated in England two 
hundred years ago, it would have been of great importance to thoſe 
whom it concerned, as life or death might haye been the conſe- 
quence of the deciſion. 

At preſent, bleſſed be the Lord, it is but of little moment. Any 
further than the Methodiſts chuſe to make it fo, by laying ſuch 
ftreſs upon it as to cauſe a diviſion among themſelves. Of this 
there is ſome danger; owing to a want of candour, humility, and a 
better acquaintance with fats; or, perhaps, to a fear of the croſs of 
Chrift. | 

I know that we are not without enemies, who would rejoice to 
ſee our union broken, and our honour laid in the duſt. Theſe are 
not wanting in their endeavours to fow diſcord among us: but our 
truſt is in God, that he will fill preſerve us in unity with each other. 
This is my heart's defire and prayer to him continually; and with 2 
lingle eye to this, believing it my duty, I ſend out this pamphlet. 
Should it do no good, I hape it will do no hurt. The proſperity 


of the Methodiſt-cauſe lies very near my heart; and though, I hope, 


I ſhall ever be a determined advocate for univerſal, unrefiramed 
liberty of conſcience, and an enemy to every ſpecies of coercion in 
matters purely religious; yet, as I owe much to the Methodiſts, as 
by their means I was brought to God, I feel myſelf in a ſpecial 
manner concerned for the welfare of the connection. It is for this 
reaſon alone, that I have reſiſted every temptation that has been 

thrown in my way to ſettle, For, modes of worſhip are, in my 
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eſteem, ſo trivial, and names ſo much more ſo, that I ſhould heartily 
deſpiſe myſelf if I found my mind concerned about them, provided 
they be not of an idolatrous nature. I know not that I have any 
thing to hope, or to fear, from either chuxchmen or diſſenters z and, 
as my conſcience is not concerned in the queſtion, I confider myſelf 
as quite diſintereſted in the reſalt of my inquiries, and write merely 
for the ſake of others. I thank God for this liberty, and ſhould be 
glad to ſee all Chriſtians, in this ſenſe, even as I am, But, alas! 
this is ſo far from being the caſe, that ſome good men on both ſides 


the queſtion, ſeem willing ſooner to have the brethren divided, than 


to yield to each other in this particular. Hence we hear of ſome 
who are vehemently exclaiming againſt our having any thing to do 
with the Church, wh.ile others equally rigid, are crying out againſt 
even allowing Diſſenters to be among us, and wiſhing ſuch to ſe- 
parate, and leave the ſociety !!! 

What can a candid, real Methodift do in this caſe ? J look up- 
on myſelf in this light. My principles, as tens of thouſands can 
witneſs, are ſtritly methodiſtical. And there is no diſpute about 
them, nor any eſſential truth of the goſpel ; nor is there any diſpute 
about worldly wealth, or honour ; the ſimple queſtion is, Are we 
Diſſenters, or are we Church-people ? 

In conſidering this point, I ſhall, in the firſt place, take a ſurvey 


of the riſe and firſt ſtate of Methodiſm; I ſhall, ſecondly, ſhew 


what alterations have been made therein; thirdly, I ſhall ſum up 


the reaſons for, and againſt the queſtion, and point out what we 


really are; and fourthly, propoſe the moſt likely method, in my 
judgment, to keep our people together. 

I. What was Methodiſm at firſt ? | 

I cannot anſwer this queſtion better than it is done already by 
Mr. Weſley, in the Magazine, Vol. XII. p. 11—13. 

1. Two young clergymen, not very remarkable any way, of 
middle age, having a tolerable meaſure of health, though rather 
weak than ſtrong, began about fifty years ago, to call ſinners to re- 
pentance. This they did for ſome time, in many of the Churches 
in and about London. But two difficulties aroſe; firſt, The 
Churches were ſo crouded, that many of the pariſhioners could not 
get in: ſecondly, They preached new doctrines; That we are 
ſaved by Faith, and, that evzthout holineſs no man could ſee the 
Lord. For one or other of theſe reaſons, they were not long ſuffered 


to preach in the Churches. They then preached in Moorfields, in 


Kennington 
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Kennington- common, and in many other places. The fruit of 
their preaching quickly appeared. Many ſinners were changed both 
in heart and life, But it ſeemed, this could not continue long : for, 
every one clearly ſaw, theſe preachers would quickly wear them- 
ſelves out: and no clergymen dared to aſſiſt them. But ſoon one and 
another, though not ordained offered to aſſiſt them. God gave a 
ſignal bleſſing to their word. Many ſinners were thoroughly con- 
vinced of fin, and many truly converted to God. Their aſſiſtants 


increaſed both in numbers and in the ſucceſs of their labours. Some 


of them were learned, ſome unlearned : moſt of them were young : 


a few middle aged: ſome of them were weak : ſome, on the con- 


trary, of remarkably ſtrong underſtanding. But it pleaſed God to 


own them all, ſo that more and more brands were plucked out of 


the 2 jt 


2. It may be obſerved that theſe clergymen all this time, \ bod 


no plan at all, They only went hither and thither, wherever they 
had a proſpect of ſaving ſouls from death. But when more and 
more aſked, What muſt I do to be ſaved?ꝰ They were defired to 
meet all together. Twelve came the firſt Thurſday night; forty, 
the next: ſoon after, a hundred. And they continued to increaſe, 
till three or four-and-twenty years ago, the London — 
amounted to 2,800, 

3. But how ſhould this multitude of people be kept together? 
And how ſhould it be known, Whether they walked worthy of their 
profeſſion? They were providentially led, when they were thinking 
on another thing (namely, paying the public debt) to divide all 
the people into little Companies, or Claſſes, according to their places 
of abode, and appoint one perſon in each Claſs, to ſee all the reſt 
weekly. By this means it was quickly diſcovered, if any of them 
lived in any known fin. If they did, they were fiſt admoniſhed 
and when adjudged incorrigible, excluded from the ſociety. 

4+ This diviſion of the people, and excluſion of thoſe that 
walked diſorderly, without any reſpect of perſons, were ſteps which 
few other communities had. To theſe, as the ſocieties increaſed, 
was ſoon added another. The ſtewards of the ſocieties in each 
diſtrict were deſired to meet the preachers once a quarter in ſome 
central place, to give an account of the ſpiritual and temporal ſtate 
of their ſeveral ſocieties. The uſe of cheſe quarterly meetings was 
ſoon found to be exceeding great; in conſideration of which, they 
were gradually ſpread to all the ſocieties in the kingdom. 


5. In 


——— — — 


ls. 
* 
- oy 


1 


— — 
-” 


FEE 


* — < þ x 


* 


— —— — 


rs 
9 Gy An . 
Sn * 


A 
"Og 


+ a — 1 


>. "ee » - = 
” 


Rr EI I LEES n= SL 


1 672 I" 
* — — & we oa as 2 
— * a. - 


1 

5. In order to increaſe the union between the preachers (as well 
as that of the people) they were deſired to meet all together in Lon. 
am; and ſome time after a ſelett number of them. - Afterwards, 
for more convenience, they met at London, Briſtol, and Leeds, alter. 
nately. They ſpent a few days together in this general conference, 
in conſidering what might moſt conduce to the general good. The 
reſult was immediately figmfied to their brethren : and they ſoon 
found, thac what St. Paul obſerves of the whole church, may be, in 
a meaſure, applied to every part of it, The whole body being fitly 
framed together, and compacted by that which every joint Supplieth, 
maketh increaſe of the body, io the edifying of itſelf in love. 
Eph. iv. 16. 

65. That this may be the more effeRually done, they have an- 
other excellent help in the conſtant change of preachers ; it being 
their rule, that no preacher ſhall remain in the ſame circuit more 
than two years together, and few of them more than one year, 
Some indeed have imagined, that this was a hindrance to the work 
of God; but long experience, in every part of ihe kingdom, proves 
the contrary. This has always ſhewn, that the people profit leſs 
by any one perſon, than by a variety of preachers ; while they 

Us'd the gifts on cach beſtow'd, 

Temper'd by the art of God, 

7. Together with theſe helps, which are peculiar to their own 
ſociety, they have all thoſe which are enjoyed in common by the 
other members of the church of Exgland. Indeed they have been 
long preſſed to ſeparate from it, to which they have had temptations 
of every kind. But they cannot---they dare not- they will not 
ſeparate from it, while they can remain therein with a clear con- 
ſcience. It is true, if any ſinful terms of communion were impoſed 
upon them, then they would be conſtrained to ſeparate z but as this 
1s not the caſe at preſent, we rejoice to continue therein. 

8. See page 48. This is a new phenomenon! I never ſaw, 
heard, or read of any thing like it. The Methodiſts will not ſe- 
parate from the church, although continually reproached for doing 
it; although it would free them from abundance of inconveniences, 
and make their path much ſmoother and eaſier; although many 
of their friends earneſtly adviſe and their enemies provoke them to 
it; the clergy in particular, moſt of whom, far from thanking them 
lor continuing in the church, uſe all the means in their power, fair 
and unfair, to drive them out of it. 


9. One 
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9. One circumſtance more is quite peculiar to the people called 
Methodiſts ; that is, the terms upon which any perſon may be ad- 
mſted into their ſociety. They do not impoſe, in order to their 
admiſſion, any opinions whatever, Let them hold particular or ge- 
neral redemption, abſolute or conditional decrees ; let them be 
churchmen or diſſenters, preſbyterians or independents, it is no ob- 
ſtacle. Let them chuſe one mode of worſhip or another, it is no 
bar to their admiſſion. The preſbyterian may be a preſbyterian 
ſill; the independent, or anabaptiſt, uſe his own mode of worſhip z 
ſo may the quaker; and none will contend with him about it. 
They think and let think. One condition, and one only is re- 
quired, A real deſire to ſave their ſoul. Where this is, it is enough; 
they deſire no more; they lay ſtreſs upon nothing elſe. They aſk 
only, Is thine heart herein as my heart? if it. be, give me thy 
hand. 

II. Such was the original ſtate of Methodiſm. Let us now 
conſider what alterations have been made therein. 

1. It is certain there is no alteration in the doctrines of the Me- 
thodiſts: theſe are exactly the ſame they were at firſt. It is true, 
there were a few expreſſions, which Mr. Weſley and his brother 
uſed in the beginning, which they thought proper to alter, as they 
ſuppoſed them not ſo clear and defenſible as they might have been, 
But there is not the leaſt change in any point which they ever con- 
fidered of any moment. Some indeed have inſinuated, that we had 
changed our opinions; but it is not true. We believe as firmly 
as ever, the total depravity of human nature by the fall of Adam, 
and the redemption of the world by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. We 
believe and enforce, as ſtrongly as ever, the neceſſity of repentance, 
Juſtification by faith, the new birth, and entire ſanRification. 

2. The practice of the Methodiſts is as uniform as ever, I have 
heard it affirmed that this is not true; but it was by thoſe who 


neither knew or loved us. I do not n that there is a man in 


England that 1s better acquainted with our people than I am; and 
I declare, that the Methodiſts are ſo far from being a fallen or 4 
falling people, that, as far as I can judge, there never was a time 
when there was more real religion among us than there is now. 
Tens of thouſands in our ſociety are truly aliye to God, and are an 
ornament to their profeſſion ; and if a few are found otherwiſe, it is 
not to be wondered at: it is rather a wonder there are not Moree 
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3̃. If there be any alteration in the diſcipline, I kneading 
of it : it ſtands unaltered in our rules. And inſtead of the preachers 
relaxing in the enforcement of it, they are, if poſſible more ſtrict 
than ever. Improper perſons are excluded as rigorouſly as at firſt, 
without regarding whether they be poor or rich, I call upon any 
that think otherwiſe, to point out the perſons in any place who walk 
diſorderly, and ſee if we do not put them away immediately. Thoſe 
who will not do this, and yet blame us, are unreaſonable, unchari-' 
table people. O my foul, come not thou into their ſecret! , 

4. The only thing remaiaing, in which any alteration could take 
place, is what may be called our Church Government, This in 
one ſenſe might be included in diſcipline; hut I made a diſtinction, 
becauſe I wiſhed to reduce the ſabje& to as narrow a compaſs as 
poſſible, By church government, I mean the office of the miniſters, 
leaders, ſtewards, and truſtees, the manner of conducting public 
worſhip, and all rites or ceremonies. 

1. The leaders are appointed in, the ſame manner, and their 
office is exactly the ſame as it has been theſe forty years. They 
are the proper repreſentatives of the people. They watch over the 
Touls committed to their care; and (to compare ſmall things with 
great) they are, in every place, to the preacher, what the parliament 
is to the king, with this difference, no one can be a proper leader 
in our connection, unleſs he be appointed by the preacher z but the 
preachers always take the ſenſe of the leaders in appointing one, 
and only appoint ſuch as are generally approved of, 

2. The office of the ſtewards is the very ſame as at the begin- 
ning. They receive the money from the leaders, defray the ex- 

nces, and keep the accounts. I know of no difference in this 
office from what it was at firſt. If there be any thing neglected in 
what concerns a ſteward, it is the permitting, contrary to an ex- 
preſs rule, a ſteward to be in office above two years together, How- 
ever holy or uſeful a man may be, the breach of this rule is a real 
evil in our conne tion. It puts an improper degree of power in 
the hands of a few men (in ſome places of one man) and excludes 
others from the office, wha are thereby kept i ignorant of the affairs 
of the ſociety, and conſequently not ſo much concerned for its wel- 
fare, If the being a ſteward be a privilege, why ſhould not every 
proper perſon enjoy the honour of it in his turn? If it be only a 
croſs, why ſhould not every one take it up? 

3. With reſpeR to truſtees, their office is not ſo much,a Me- 
thodiſt rule, as a /egal concern, Their truf-deed being * 


& 
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3 of, 
in Chancery, ſpecifies their duty and their power. With theſe 
therefore we. have nothing to do, only as friends, but according to 
the deed of the houſe which they have in truſt, 

4. Thus far there is no deviation from our firſt plan. Every 
thing is juſt as it was half a century ago: And although there has 
been a great ſtir in ſome places, about the change in the time and 

manner of public worſhip, and the ordination of ſome of the 
preachers, there is no ground for any one to be uneaſy; as there is 
nothing done but what was for the people's good, and what ſeemed 
neceſſary in the order of Providence. This will beſt appear, by re- 
viewing the whole affair from the beginning. And as the ordina- 
tion of the preachers, and the alteration of the time and manner 
of public worſhip are, in ſeveral reſpe&s, connected together, we 
| may conſider them under the ſame head. | 
Before I proceed, I think it right to obſerve, that as Mr. Weſley 
mult be brought forward, as being chiefly concerned in every altera- 
tion that has been made, (for his power was nearly unlimited) no- 
thing that will be ſaid is intended as the ſmalleſt reflection upon his 
character. My thoughts of this truly great man are publiſhed to the 
world; and many of my friends, both preachers and people, tell me 
they think it the beſt character of him that has yet ſeen the light. 1 
J verily believe he always did the beſt he could according to the 1 
light he had. I have not a doubt of the ſincerity of his profeſſions | 
reſpecting the Church. I am ſure he loved the ſervice in the 
church manner. But it is certain he was often perplexed concern- 
ing the degree of conformity which he ought to obſerve with regard 
to the Governors, and Government of the Church. The following 
extract from a letter of his to his Brother Mr. Charles Weſley, will 
ſhew his mind herein in the cleareſt light. 


cc  Plymouth- Dock, Aug. 19. 1785, "I 
- «© For theſe forty years I have been in doubt concerning that 4 i 
, What obedience is due to Heatheniſh Prieſts and Mitred bl 
Infidels ? x a 
T have from time to time propoſed my doubts to the moſt pious = 
and ſenſible Clergymen I knew. But they gave me no ſatisfaCtion ; i 
rather they ſeemed to be puzzled as well as me. Some obedience ki 
I always paid to the Biſhops, in obedience to the laws of the land, 
But I cannot ſee, that I am under any obligation to obey them far- 
ther than thoſe laws require, 
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It is in obedience to thoſe laws, that T have never exerciſed in 
England, the power which I believe God has given me. 

I firmly believe, I am a ſcriptural Emioxon@- as much as 
any man in England or in Europe. (For the Uninterrupted Suc- 
ceſſion I know to be a fable, which no man ever did or can prove.) 
But this does in no wiſe interfere with my remaining in the Church 
of England : from which I have no more defire to ſeparate than 
I had fifty years ago, When Mr. Smyth preſt us to “ ſeparate 
from the Church, he meant, „Go to Church no more.” And 
this was what T meant ſeven-and-twenty years ago, when I 
perſuaded our brethren . Not to ſeparate from the Church. 
What then are you frighted at ? I no more ſeparate from it now 
than I did in the year 1758. I ſubmit ſtill, (though ſometimes 
with a doubting conſcience) to Mitred Infidels. See the whole of 
the letter, Mag. Vol, ix. page 50. 

The occaſion of Mr, Weſley's writing this letter to his Bro- 
ther, was to vindicate his conduct in ordaining Miniſters, which ap- 
peared to Mr, Charles'as a total renunciation of the Church, and a 
grieygus fin. For, though he hardly ever went to Church, and was 
no more under the juriſdiction of a Biſhop than I am, yet he was 
ſo attached to the Name of a Church- man, that I heard him 
ſay, he ſhould be afraid to meet his father's Spirit in Paradiſe, if he 
left the Church! Mr, John Weſley, on the other hand, as we 
have ſeen, remained therein with a doubting conſcience. If we keep 


this in view, we may eaſily excuſe Mr. Welley in every ftep he 


took; and inſtead of blaming him, or wondering at what he has 
done, we ſhall rather be forced to admire his conduct, as happily 
concentring in himſelf the wideſt extremes of ſtrong attachment 
to the Church on one hand, ſupported by prudence and honour ; 
and a willingneſs to give up any thing that belonged to it, on the 
other, when he ſaw a more excellent way, though it ſhould be at- 
tended with the reproach of being unſteady. | 9 

But wherein did Mr. Weſley make any alterations? I anſwer, 
He changed the Time of ſervice in the Foundry from being early 
in the morning only, on Sundays as well as other days, to Church 
Hours on Sundays in the forenoun. And notwithſtanding the in- 
ſignificance of this change, it was the real ſource of every altera- 
tion that followed. For, as Mr, Weſley could not always be in 
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London, and at that time his Brother alſo travelled, he hired Clergy- 
men to ſupply his place when abſent, and to aſſiſt him when his Bro- 
ther was abſent. They had the full, regular ſervice of the Church, 
and the Lord's Supper every Sunday ; and being performed by 
epiſcopal ordained Miniſters, the generality of the people did not 
conſider it as diſſenting from the Church, though they had no 
more to do with the Church, as to real connection or ſubordination, 
than with the Jews. This practice has continued in London ever 
ſince. 

Had the Clergymen that Mr. Weſley employed been men of 
abilities, it is probable, this deviation from the firſt plan would not 
have operated as it did, at leaſt not ſo powerfully. But this was far 
from being the caſe. Some of them were far inferior to many of 
the local Preachers. Hence the Parſons were employed to read the 
prayers and adminiſter the Lord's Supper, and frequently one of 
the Preachers preached, and after a time, read the prayers alſo, and 
that in four or five Preaching-Houſes in London. 

The reader will naturally conclude that theſe changes did not 
take place without ſome diſcontent. Some of the diſcerning peo- 
ple ſaw where this tended, and wiſhed to oppoſe it, but could not. 
The Preachers, conſidering preaching the Goſpel as the chief work 
of a Miniſter of Chriſt, were willing to put up with this hetero- 
geneous mixture, for the ſake of doing good. And thoſe who 
loved the Preachers, were careleſs about any thing elſe, if they 
could but hear the preaching which was ſo much bleſt to their ſouls; 
and all ſubmitted, however reluctantly, to Mr. Weſley. 

In time, I know not exactly when, nor is it worth while to look, 
the ſame method was adopted in Briſtol, where Mr. Charles Wef- 
ley had ſettled, only with this difference, none of the Preachers, I 
believe, ever officiated there in church hours. 

Some of the people in the country conſidered this plan as a 
great indulgence to thoſe cities, and wiſhed to enjoy the ſame pri- 
vilege; while others looked upon it as a criminal departure from 
original Methodiſm. In the city of Norwich greater liberty ſtill 
was allowed: Preachers were authoriſed to baptize and adminiſter 
the Lord's Supper; but this did not long continue, Mr. Charles 
Weſley was fo much againſt it. And very few places, except 
London and Briſtol, had the ſervice in church hours, till the year 

1782. At that time there was a manifeſt relaxation in ſome things 
B 2 relating 


Gu! 
relating to the Church, upon which great ſtreſs had been laid, See 
Mag. Vol. v. p. 152. 

In the year 1776, the Rev. Dr. Coke left the Church, and 
Joined our connection. He is the only Ciergyman that ever was 
in the connection as a proper travelling Preacher. All the others have 
been chiefly confined to London, as Mr. Weſley's Curates, and 
many of the Preachers conſidered them as perfectly diftin& from 
the body, as they did other diſſenting Miniſters. 

I ſhould not have mentioned any thing about the Clergymen, 
(for I wiſh not to offend them) but my ſubje& required it. Fer 
their coming out of the Church pained the minds of many of the 
Preachers. I, for one, always reaſoned thus: We profeſs to be 
Church people, and to love the Church; and yet take the converted 
Miniſters out of it. The Church ſtands greatly in need of them; 
our connection does not, They may do good in the Church, and 
we cannot get admittance there: but what good (if we except five 
or ſix, in fifty years) Aid they ever do among us? If it be not 
ſinful to ſtay in the Church, is it not a fin to leave it? Is it not 
going out of the order of God? 1 am as much a Church Miniſter 
in the eye of the law, and in common ſenſe, as any Clergyman 
that voluntarily throws off the juriſdictian of the Biſhops, and 
preaches conſtantly in diſſenting Meeting-houſcs. If Clergymen 
were perſecuted for the truth, and driven out of the Church, as Mr. 
Weſley and his brother were, we are ready to receive them with 
open arms; but when they leave the Church of their own accord, 
influenced by any other motive than believing it ſinful to ſtay, they 
are much more Diſſenters than any of the Methodiſt- Preachers; and 
whether deſignedly ſo, or not, they are in reality, ſapping the very 
foundation of the Church. I often mentioned this to both Preachers 
and People, and many times, as many can witneſs, told Mr. Wef- 
ley all my heart upon this ſabje&t; and I believe, what I ſaid con- 
tributed in ſome meaſure to prevent a ſcheme from taking place, 
which would have diſgraced the whole body of Preachers had they 
ſubmitted to it. There was a deſign formed to place a Clergyman 
in each of our large Places, to cfliciate as they do in London, and 
the Preachers were to go on as uſual, Who formed this deſign 
firſt, I will not ſay ; but it rouſed the honeſt indignation of all the 
Preachers that J ever converſed with concerning it. An attempt 
of this kind was actually made at Mancheſter z but the thee 
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Preachers trampled it as mire under their feet. In ſhort, the 
ſcheme failed. At Leeds, in the year 1724, ſome time during the 
Conference, Mr. Weſley held a conſultatioa with ſeveral Clergy- 
men, concerning the ordination of Preachers for America. The 
plan either did not meet with their approbation, or they were not 
willing to countenance it cutwardly; ſo the meeting was abruptly 
broken up by Mr. Weſiey's going out. 

Mr. Whatcoat and Mr. Vaſſey having offered themſelves for 
America, met Mr. Weſley, Dr. Coke, and Mr. Creighton, in Briſ- 
tol. Mr, Weſley conſecrated Dr, Coke to be a Superintendent, or, 
as the Doctor called it, a Riſbep; and Mr. Whatcoat and Mr. 
Vaſſey were firſt ordained Deacons, and then Elders, Dr. Coke and 


Mr. Creighton aſſiſting Mr. Weſley on the occaſion. They then 


bought Gowns and Bands, like the Clergy of the Church, and the 
Doctor, with the two Elders, went to America, 

In the Minutes of the Conference 1785, Mr. Weſley publiſhed 
his reaſons for taking theſe ſteps. The following clauſe will ſhew 
his mind on the ſubjeft: Lord King's Account of the Primitive 
Church convinced me many years 2go, That Biſhops and Preſby- 
ters are the ſame Order, and conſequently have the ſame right to 
ordain. For many years I have been importuned from time to time, 
to exerciſe this right, by ordaining part of our travelling Preachers. 
But I have ſtill refuſed, not only for Peace- ſake; but becauſe I was 
determined as little as poſſible to violate the eſtabliſhed Order of the 
national Church to which I belonged.” See the whole account, 
Mag. Vol, vill. p. 600. 


Mr. Weſley abridged the“ Book of Common Prayer,“ firſt for 
the Americans ; and afterwards, with ſome variations, publiſhed 


it for the Methodiſts at large. I found this in uſe at Snowsficlds - 


and Wapping Preaching-Houſes, when I was appointed for Lon- 
don in the year 1786. I uſed it a few times, till Mr. Weſley 
came to Town. I then ſaid many things againſt continuing to do 
ſo, and he gave me leave to do as I plzaſed; I accordingly laid it 
aſide, My reaſon for this, was not that I believed it wrong to uſe 
It, or that any thing in it was injured by Mr. Weſley; but becauſe 
he and his curates continued to uſe the old one. I ſaw no pro- 
priety in this conduR, and therefore bore my teſtimony againſt it. 
But many people who called themſelves ſtrict church-folks, had 
other reaſons for not uſing it. When they ſaw that all the Saints* 
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( 14 ) 
Days, the Athanaſian and Nicene Creeds, ſeveral of the Articles of 
Religion, and many of the Pſalms, were left out, they rejected it 
with diſdain, and it is not uſed yet but in a very few Towns in 
England. 

At the conference in 1785, Mr. Weſley, Dr. Coke, and Mr. 
Creighton, ordained Mr. Pawſon, Mr. Hanby, and Mr. J. Taylor, 
in the ſame manner they had done Meſſrs. Whatcoat and Vaſſey. 
At the conference 1786, ſix or ſeven were ordained, ſome of 
whom went to the Weſt Indies, and ſome to Scotland. Some of 
theſe Miniſters have ordained others, ſometimes in conjunction with 
Mr. Weſley, or Dr. Coke, and ſometimes without either of them, 
which Mr. Weſley approved of, and conſidered their authority equal 
with his own in this particular. 

At the conference 1788, Mr. Weſley conſecrated Mr. M. a 
Biſhop, in the manner he had done Dr. Coke ; and not long before 
his death, he ordained Mr. Henry Moore and Mr. Rankin. And 
I am certain he never repented of the ſteps he had taken. He be- 
lieved what he had done was agreeable to the will of God; he 
went into Eternity with that perſuaſion; and who can prove that 
he was miſtaken ? But he did not conſider all this as making him a 
Diſſenter. His thoughts on this head are publiſhed over and over: 
the ſubſtance of which you have in the Magazine for 1789, p. 45. 
which for the ſake of thoſe who have not the Magazines, I ſhall 
here tranſcribe. 

« The queſtion properly refers (when I ſpeak of a ſeparation 
from the Church) to a total and immediate ſeparation, fuch was 
that of Mr. Ingham's people firſt, and afterwards that of Lady 
Huntingdon's, who all agreed to form themſelves into a ſeparate 
body without delay : to go to Church no more, and to have no 
more connection with the Church of England, than with the Church 
of Rome. 

Such a ſeparation I have always declared againſt, and certainly 
it will not take place (if ever it does) while I live. But a kind of 
ſeparation has already taken place, and will inevitably ſpread, 
though by ſlow degrees. Thoſe Miniſters, ſo called, who neither 
live nor preach the Goſpel, I dare not ſay, are ſent of God. Where 
one of theſe is ſettled, many of the Methodiſts dare not attend his 
miniſtry ; ſo if there be no other Church in that neighbourhood, 
they go to Church no more, This is the caſe in a few places 

already, 


( 5s ) 
already, and it will be the caſe in more, and no one can juſtly 
blame me ſor this, neither is it contrary to any of my profeſſions. 

Theſe are the principal alterations which Mr. Weſley (in con · 
junction with Dr. Coke and other Miniſters who had been in the 
Church) made in the Methodiſt- plan: The time of divine ſervice 
fam being early in the morning to church hours :——The mixing 
Clergymen (as they were ill called) and Laymen in the public 
worſhip:— The ordaining Deacons, Elders, and Biſhops :—The 
abridging the Prayer-Book and appointing it to be uſed by the 
Methodiſts, 

ITI, I ſhall now fum up the reaſons for, and againſt the Me- 
thodiſts being church- people, and ſhew what we really are. 

Firft, What reaſons are generally produced to prove that the 
Methodiſts are church-people ? 

T. The advocates for our being church- people ſay, they have 
no ohjection to the hierarchical conſtitution of the church, They 
are willing to allow the King to be the ſupreme bead of the Church 
en earth. They do not diſapprove of Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deans, 
Archdeacons, Rural Deans, Prebendaries, Canons, Rectors, Vicars, 
Curates, &c. &c. And as this hierarchy is ane material cauſe of 
non-conformity, they think, they cannot with propriety be called 
Diſſenters while they approve of it. 

2. They ſay, they believe all the Doctrines of the Church: 
They approve of the Book of Common Prayer, the Creeds, Articles, 
and Homilies of the Church. So that as to what they believe, they 
will not allow that there is the leaſt pretence for calling them 
Diſlenters. 

3. They declare, that they have no ſcruple reſpecting the form or 
manner of conducting the ſervice of the church, The having 
different parts of the ſervice in different parts of the Church; bow- 
ing or courteſying at the name of Jeſus; ſigning with the croſs in 


baptiſm ; the dreſs of the miniſters, and the habits of their feveral 


orders; and every thing eiſe in the rites and ceremonies of the 
church they allow to be right ; and therefore they contend that they 
are church-people. 

4. They affirm, that they approve of the diſcipline of the 1 
meaning thereby the whole of the ecclefiaſtical law, as far as it is 


. known. I put in as fer as it is known, becauſe it is exceedingly 


embarraſſed, by being mixed with the laws of the land. This will 
1 appear 
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appear from the following extract from Burn: The ecclefiaftical 
law of England is compounded of theſe four main ingredients; the 
civil law, the canon law, the common law, and the ſtatute law, 
Where theſe laws do interfere and croſs each other, the order of pre- 
ference is this: The civil law ſubmitteth to the canon law; hoth of 
theſe to the common law; and all the three to the ſtatute law. 80 
that from any one or more of theſe, without all of them together, 
or from all of theſe together, without attending to their compara- 
tive obligation, it is not poſſible to exhibit any diſtin proſpect of 
the Engliſh eccleſiaſtical conſtitution.” But if the church laws are 
approved of as far as they are known, thoſe who approve of them 
are ſo far not Diſſenters. 

5. They ſtrongly urge their practice as a proof of their being 
church-people. They go to church to hear ſermons, to join in the 
prayers, to have their children baptized, to receive the Lord's Sup- 
per, &c. &c. And they look upon thoſe as either ignorant or 
wicked who call them Diſſenters. 

I believe theſe are the ſtrongef: reaſons that can be produced, 
in favour of thoſe who ſay they are church- people. Let us ſecondly, 
obſerve what i is generally urged by thoſe that ſay the Methodiſts are 
Diſſenters. 

1. All the places cf worſhip belonging to the Methodiſts are 
licericed agreeable to the toleration act. And whatever we call 
them, they are in fact, as much diſenting meeting-houſes as any in 
the kingdom; The law knows nothing of them unleſs they be 
either epiſcopal ehurches or chapels, or diſſenting meeting-houſes. 
And how can people conſtantly worſhip God in ſuch places, and 
not be diſſenters? By the 1 W. c. xviii. ſ. 16. it appears, that, 
If a man be a profeſſed church- man, and his conſcience will per- 
mit him ſometimes to go to meetings inſtead of coming to church, 
the act of toleration ſhall not excuſe him; for it was not made for 
ſuch people. When ſome of our people, not long ſince, applied 
to a Biſhop for a licenſe, they were told, . You mutt not only pro- 
feſs yourſelves diſſenters: you muſt declare, that you ſeruple to 
attend the ſervice or ſ:craments of the church, or we can grant you 
no relief: for the act in queſtion was made only for thoſe who 
have ;theſe ſcruples. See a full account of this, in the Life of 
Mr. Weſley, by the Rev. Dr, Coke, and the Rev. Henry Moore, 


pages 497, 498. 
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2. The Preachers are either licenſed as diſſenting miniſters, or 
they are not licenſed at all. If they be not licenſed, they fly in the 


face of the law, and are (by the 22 C. 2. c. i. ſ. 3.) liable to a 


fine of /. 20 for the firſt offence: and for every other offence I. 40. 
If they be licenſed it muſt be as diſſenting Teachers, and there is 
no diſtinction in law, as to different degrees of diſſent. Surely then, 
if both Places and Miniſters be ſuch, they muſt be diſſenters who 
attend them. 

3. The firſt Founders of the connection have formed regular plans, 
and made rules of an eccleſiaſtical nature perfectly diltinct from 
the laws of the church. By theſe rules the people have been, and 
are governed. The Preachers have been regularly appointed every 
year to the charge of many hundreds of congregations, without being 
under any control from the Biſhops, and without being any way 
accountable to them as the heads of the church. The law on this 
article is very ſtri& : © Whoever ſhall affirm, that it is lawful for 
any ſort of miniſters and lay-perſons, or either of them, to join to- 
gether and make rules, orders, or conſtitutions, in cauſes eccleſiaſ- 
tical, without the King's authority, and ſhall ſubmit themſelves to 
be ruled and governed by them; let them be excommunicated ipſo 
Faclo, and not reſtored until they repent, and publicly revoke thoſe 
their wicked and anahaptiſtical errors.“ The act of toleration 
affords no relief from this law, but to avowed diſſenters. What 
then are they who talk of being church-people, and trample upon 
the laws of the church ? 

4. The ſervice is in many of the preaching-houſes in church- 
hours, ſo that the people cannot go to church without neglecting 
their own places of worſhip. This 1s particularly the caſe in Lon- 
don, in the City-road, Weſt-ftreet, Snowsfields, Wapping, Lam- 
beth-marſh, and ſometimes in Spitalfields ; in Deptford, Plymouth- 


dock, Bath, Kingſwood, Birmingham in Coleſhill-fireet and Deri- 


tend; in Dudley, Tunſtall, Sheffield, Nottingham, Huntflet, Man- 
cheſter, Cheſter, Warrington, Liverpool, Delph, Greetland, Brad- 
ſhaw, and many other places. In ſome of theſe places the ſervice i is 
performed exactly in the diſſenters' manner, having no form of 
prayer, except the Lord's prayer. In others, the abridgment of 
the book of common prayer is uſed; in which, beſides many altera- 
tions in the ſervice, there is a form for ordaining miniſters, quite 
different in many reſpe&s from the form of the eſtabliſhed church, 
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the one being epiſcopal, the other perfectly prefbyterian, agreeable 
this form many of the preachers have been ordained. 

Where the ſervice is not avowedly in church-hours, it might 
as well be ſo; for the preachers in general are travelling from place 
to place during divine fervice, to ſupply the different congregations 
under their care, And. as many of the people love to hear their 
own preachers in preference to any others, thouſands of our people 
make it a conſtant practice to go from one place to another, with, 
or after their own preachers,, and never'go to church for years to- 
gether. This is particularly the caſe in Yorkſhire, and in moſt 
places where the preaching is at one, or two o'clock. Surely theſe 
will allow that they are diſſenters. 

5+ It is not uncommon to hear ſome Methodiſts talk againſt go- 

ing to church, and aſſign as a reaſon for ſo doing, that the ſervice 
is tedious and dead, and that the miniſter is ignorant, wicked, 
and idle. Many of theſe never go to the church, no not to the 
Lord's Supper, but totally negle& that molt ſacred ordinance! ! ! 
_ Theſe, as far as I recollect, are the chief reaſons in favour of thoſe 
who ſay the Methodiſts ace Diſſenters. And from this view of the 
ſubject on both ſides, A it not ſtill be aſked, what are the Me 
thodiſts ? 

If a ſtranger to us ſhould look into an Engliſh Dictionary for 
information, he reads oppoſite to the word Methodiſt, —A new kind 
of Puritans lately ariſen ; or, a new Se& z. or ſomething equally in- 
determinate, Should he inquire of the Biſhops and epiſcopal Clergy, 
he would generally be. told, They are Enthuſiaſts, Heretics, or a 
kind of Difſenters. Should a Lawyer be aſked, the anſwer would 
be much the ſame. What then are we? for we are not content with 
theſe definitions. The queſtion has nothing to do with doctrines; 
therefore bringing them in as any kind of proof, is nothing: I be- 
lieve the doctrines of the church; ſo do millions of diſſenters. Nor 
will it do for a conſequential ralker about the old plan to urge, 
that he is a chu chman, becauſe he ſometimes goes to church to re- 
ceive the ſacrament ; for ſo do numbers of known, avowed diſſenters. 
Neither does the queſtion relate to ſome individuals among us, 
who, when well, never miſs going to church. But the queſtion 1s, 
What is the Methodift- Conſtitution ? And I ſhall give the anſwer in 
Mr. Weſley's own words; which, though 1 am not ſure that they are 
printed, yet I am af 75 to go into Eternity declaring that he ſaid 

them to me, and I know not that he has not f4id them to hundreds: Aru 
words 
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words were, „As ſoon as I am dead, the Mcthodiſts will be a re- 
gular Preſbyterian Church.“ And he did not mean that we ſhould 
become ſuch by making any alterations in our Government, for 
the thing is true, if he had never ſaid it; but he meant, that his 
death would make us ſuch. While he lived, he was the head, the 
Biſhop : but as ſoon as he died, all his power died with him : He 
left no ſucceſſor, he could leave none. Our conſtitution therefore 
immediately and neceſſarily differed from what it was the moment 
before, juſt as the Dutch Government does from the Engliſh. 

People, in general, do not diſtinguiſh betwixt the Methodiſts 
with Mr, Weſley at their head; and the Methodiſts without him. 
The Preachers ko. the diſtinction well; and the circular letter 
that was ſent out, dated at Halifax, the very month in which he died, 
proves that they underſtood their conſtitution thoroughly. Our 
Ruarterly Meetings anſwer to thoſe church-meetings in Scotland 
called the Preſbytery : our Diſtrict Meetings agree exactly with the 
Synod ; and the Conference with the National Aſſembly. We are not 
Epiſcopalians, we cannot be. We are not Independents, we will 
not be; becauſe it would deſtroy the Itinerant Plan, which is, in 
one ſenſe, the very life of Methodiſm, and which we are determined 
to perpetuate. Therefore we mult be Preſbyterians, whatever we 
may chuſe to call ourſelves. 

If it be true, (as has been mentioned before, in Mr. Wefley's 
apology for ordaining) that © Biſhops and Preſbyters are the ſame 
Order, then we may as well be called Epiſcopalians as Preſby- 
terians. And agreeable to this notion, Dr. Coke calls our connec- 
tion in America, The Methodiſt Epiſcopal Church. But I 
doubr this will not ſatisfy thoſe who wiſh to be thought proper 
members of the Church of England ! 

Perhaps it will be Jeſs exceptionable, and take in the whole 


truth, if I ſay, The Methodiſts that were in connection with the 


late Rev. John Welley, are in general, in their judgment and affec- 
tions, on the ſide of the eſtabliſhed church; in their conſtitution or 
church-government they are mild preſbyterians, admitting among 
them pious people of any perſuaſion ; and in their practice, ſome of 
them go regularly to church in (what are cailed) canonical hours; 
others occaſionally conform, as many other diſſenters do, in re- 
ceiving the Lord's Supper; and many of them are ſimply hearers 
of their own preachers, and ſeldom go any where elſe. The laſt 
ſort are very numerous, particularly in London, Birmingham, 
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Mancheſter, and all thoſe places where our ſervice is in church- 
hours, 

IV. Thus having viewed the riſe and original plan of Methodiſm z 
having traced out the principal changes that have taken place, and 
ſummed up what is generally advanced for and againſt our being 
church- people; and having ſhewn what we really are; I proceed to 
point out the moſt likely plan to keep us united, 

1. It has been ſuggeſted, That as the Methodiſts in general are 
not conſcientious diſſenters, but real well- wiſhers to the church, ſome 
method might be adopted to unite them more cloſely to it. For in- 
ſtance, if the King and the Biſhops were willing, a given number 
of the Preachers (ſuppoſe all who have travelled ſeven years with a 
fair character) might be ordained, and all our chapels might be 
made tributary to the Biſhops z and that without the leaſt injury to 
either the Church or the Methodiſt Plan. For the conditions of 
ordination might be ſuch, as would preclude the Preachers from in- 
truding upon the regular Clergy ; and the terms upon which the 
chapels ſhould become tributary, might be ſuch as would preſerve 
them from ever being put to any other uſe than was originally in- 
tended. I ſhall take the liberty to mention a few PT which 
will illuſtrate my meaning. 

1. Let no Preacher be ordained but thoſe 0 by the 
Conference, and let that recommendation be deemed ſufficient. 

2. Let no Preacher, ordained on this plan, be permitted to offi- 


ciate in any of the Churches, without a ſpecial licenſe from a Biſhop 


for that purpoſe ; and if any preacher be ſo licenſed, let him be put 
out of the Methodiſt- connection: and let no regular Clergyman 
officiate in any of our chapels. 

3. Let none of the Preachers perform the rite of marriage in 
England or Ireland; but let thoſe who are ordained bury the dead, 
baptize, and adminiſter the Lord's Supper, provided they never re- 
ceive any money for doing any thing of this kind; but that all the 
" be regularly paid ta the parochial Miniſters, 

. Let the ſervice of the Church, as by law eſtabliſhed, be re- 
— uſed in all our chapels where ſervice is in church-hours, 
the ordained Preachers only to wear the dreſs of the Clergy, and 
adminiſter the Ordinances. 

5. Let the Methodiſt-plan remain entire, as it reſpects Itine- 
rancy, Circuits, Dizrifts, Conferences, and every kind of Meeting, 


and the whole of our Diſcipline as at preſent. 


6. Let 


Let 


( 2r ) 


6. Let the Preachers be ſo far ſubje to the Fpiſcopal Juriſ- 


dition, that any of the Biſhops may be preſent at our Conferences, 
while the Probationers* and the Preachers' characters are examined 
and let any ſuch Biſhop propoſe any queſtion, relating to our doc- 
trine or diſcipline, that he may wiſh to have cleared up; and if he 
have any charge againſt a Preacher, let him bring it forward when 
that Preacher's character is examining, the ſame as any Preacher 
does. And let every Preacher that is excluded from the connec- 
tion, be alſo legally debarred from exerciſing his office as an or- 
dained Miniſter, 


7. Let all the chapels in the connection be regiſtered in the 


Biſhop's books; and let each chapel pay to the Biſhop of the dio- 


ceſe in which it ſtands, five ſhillings a year for every hundred 
pounds which it coſt, as a compenſation for his trouble. 

Such are the rough outlines of a ſcheme, that if adopted, might 
bring half a million of people into the ſtricteſt union with the 
Church. And if ſomething of this kind be not done, will not 
thoſe be to blame who oppoſe it? -I am not one of thoſe. 

II. Some who have ſuppoſed there was no poſſibility of the 
above plan taking place, have propoſed our petitioning Parliament 
for a repeal of thoſe penal laws which are ſo oppreſſive to us; par- 
ticularly the Conventicle Act; that we might have liberty to wor- 
ſhip God in peace, without being obliged to equivocate in order to 
get a licenſe. But what hope have we of this? If the Biſhops 


would not come into the above-mentioned plan, (which would do 


do them more honour, beſides increaſing their revenue, than ſanc- 
tioning an act of Parliament) ſurely they will oppoſe any thing of 
the ſort, What then ſhall a people do, who greatly love the Church, 
and yet cannot in conſcience leave the Methodiſts? To be con- 
ſiſtent as far as they can, is certainly their duty. If then we muſt 
and will be called church-people, (to which I have not the ſmalleſt 


objection) and if we be determined, as a body, to convince the 


world that we are ſincerely attached to the Church, and will pre- 
vent a diſſent from it as much as we can, let us immediately 

1. Reduce our places of worſhip to the original ſimplicity which 
was obſerved for many years, in building, naming, and laying them 
out. There were no altar-pieces—no pews z but plain ſcats with- 
out backs to them. Such were thoſe in Dublin, Cork, and Briſtol, 
when I was in thoſe cities. Mr. Weſley would not even call them 
Preaching 


q 
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Preaching-houſes; but called that at Newcaſtle upon Tyne, The 


Orphan-Houſe, that at Briſtol, &c. The New Room, or ſimply, 
The Room. Compare theſe with the chapels, as they are now 
called, in the City-Road, in Bath, in Oldham-ftreet, Mancheſter, 
&c.!! Why were communion-tables and painted altar-pieces 

? Why is every thing in, and about the Preaching-houſes 
made to reſemble Churches, and called Chapels? Was it that a 
ſeparation might (to uſe Mr, Welley's words) © inevitably ſpread ?”* 
Or was it to deceive people—to make them think that they were 
Church-chapels ? Alter theſe things without delay; and keep to 
the Old Plan. 

2. Let all the preachers dreſs like other people, not like Miniſters, 
This was once ſeriouſly intended ; I know not how it was prevented. 
Baal's prieſts put on black coats to hide the dirt occaſioned by the 
ſmoke of their ſacrifices; and ſome miniſters of the goſpe] have 
adopted their cuſtom, perhaps, for its grave appearance, We con- 
form to it on the ſame ground that we uſe the term Reverend; not 
becauſe we are fond of flattcring titles, or particular habits ; but be- 
cauſe the State Clergy might otherwiſe ſuppoſe, that we acknow- 
ledged them the only miniſters of Chriſt, Now, if we be not Mi- 
niſters, let us lay aſide the name and unfrock immediately. I have 
not the leaſt objection to begin, and try whether we cannot do as 
much good in Brown, Green, or White, as in Black or Blue. 

3. Let every place of worſhip in the connection be ſhut in cano- 


nical hours. Let no Preachings, Praycrs, Lovefeaſts, Claſs-meet- 


ings, nor any kind of ſervice be ſuffered on any account, in either 
Chapel or Houſe belonging to the Methodiſts, between the hours of 
ten and twelve in the forenoon, and two and four in the afternoon. 
The old methodiſt-hours for preaching on Sundays were ſeven in 
the morning, five in the evening, and in country places, in the 
middle of the day, ſo as to be done before Church time. Adopt 
theſe times of worſhip dircttly, or bluſh to name the Old Plan ! Will 
you object that, ©* there is a heavy debt on the Chapels, the intereſt 
& of which cannot be paid but by having ſervice in Church- Hours?“ 
Would you then trample under foot the Ol Plan for filthy lucre ? 
You that are fond of quoting ſcraps of Mr. Weſley's writings, 
making him ſpeak what he never meant, what think ye would he 
ſay to ſuch a reaſon as this, for making yourſelves ridiculous in the 
eſteem of both Churchmen and Diſſenters ? 


Perbaps 


„„ 

Perhaps you will ſay, “ It is not the Chapels, nor the Preachers, 
nor the times of Service that make us Diſſenters; but the having the 
Ordinances of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper adminiftered among 
us, this alone can conſtitute us proper Diſſenters.“ I have heard 
this poſitively aſſerted, over and over, by men whom I greatly re- 
ſpe ; and I have ſometimes faid but little to them, becauſe I ſaw 
they could not bear it ; but I ought, in arguing on a point like 
this, to know no man after the fleſh; I therefore now aſſert, that 
this is an abſolute falſhood ! And I hereby call upon any man in, 
or out of the ſociety, to prove from the Civil, Canon, Com- 
mon, or Staute Laws, of this Empire, that either the adminiſtra» 
tion of Baptiſm, or the Lord's Supper, or both of them together, 
is the excluſive teſt of a People's being Diſſenters. If any perſon 
will prove this, I promiſe ingenuouſly to own myſelf miſtaken : 
Till then, I hold all who read this pamphlet, ſuch as I hope 
I ſhall never be, if they attempt to urge this any more, But is 
not receiving the Sacrament the only religious qualification required 
by the Corporation and Teft Acts, of a man's belonging to the 
Church of England? It is; and therefore thoſe laws are of no ſervice 
to the nation, foraſmuch as they cannot preclude a bad man from 
any office, Civil or Military, Nor are they at all in point: for, 
they do not ſay, that you mult receive the Sacrament no where 
elſe ; you may receive it every day, where, and how you pleaſe, 
and be, in this ſenſe, as good a Churchman in Law, as any in the 
Empire, provided, you receive it ſometimes at Church. The 
words of the law are, © By the 25 C. 2. c. 2. Every perſon 
who ſhall be admitted into any office civil or military, ar ſhall re- 
ceive any pay by reaſon of any patent or grant from the King, or 
ſhall have any command or place of truſt in England or in the Navy, 
or ſhall have any ſervice or employment in the king's houſhold, ſhall 


within three months after his admiſſion, receive the Sacrament ac» 


cording to the uſe of the church of England, in ſome public church 
on the Lord's day, immediately after divine ſervice and ſermon.” 
"This Law therefore excludes none from any of theſe offices, but 


thoſe whe ſeruple to receive the Lord's Supper in the church of 


England form, Hence there are many Diſſenters in very important 
truſts, by occaſionally conforming to the uſage of the Church in this 
particular, who nevertheleſs receive the Sacrament in their own way 
as often as is cuſtomary in the congregations to which they belong. 
In ſhort, a man muſt be a ſtranger to the laws of England, not to 
know, that the whole ſtreſs of thoſe clauſes, or a&ts,%which deſcribe 


Diſſenters, 
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Diſſenters, is laid upon Public Worſhip alone; fuch as joining in 
prayer, or hearing a ſermon, in other places than the Epiſcopal 
churches, Shut up then your places of worſhip in church hours, 
and go to church agreeable to the Od Plan; or ceaſe to call your- 
ſelves church people, left both churchmen and diſſenters ſhould call 
you methodiſtical deceivers, and prove you ſuch!!! There muſt 
be no excuſe. 

4. Let any of the Epiſcopal Miniſters, who think it a fin to be 
any longer under the juriſdiftion of the Biſhops, or, who may be 
perſecuted and driven out of the church, or, who from any conſci- 
entious motive may come among us, be appointed to circuits in 
common with the other Preachers, dreſs as they do, and never ad- 
miniſter the Ordinances on any pretence whatever. If any diſtinc- 
tion be allowed, but what ariſes from age and merit, you do nothing 
to the purpoſe upon this plan. Every Clergyman that renounces 
the Juriſdiction of the Biſhops, as all do who are employed regu- 
larly in our preaching-houſes, is as much a Diſſenter in law, and in 
fat, as any Preacher. Therefore, thoſe who plead for the admi- 
niſtration of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper by ſuch among us, 
pretending that they are church people, becauſe theſe men were epiſ- 
copally ordained, may as well plead that the people of England are 
all Roman Catholics, becauſe they were ſo four hundred years ago. 
Beſides, if theſe Methodiſtical Clergymen are ſtill really and properly 
Church Miniſters, and that every thing they do is of the ſame nature 
and authority with what is done by the regular Clergy, and nothing 
more; where is the need of leaving the pariſh miniſters? Why pro- 
voke them by a conduR ſo prepoſterous Why leſſen their revenue? 

I ſhould be forry if any perſon ſuppoſed I inter.ded to offend any 
of the clergy : There is nothing further from my thoughts. Thoſe 
who are with us, I hope, make no pretenſions to their being Church- 
men, as they have all joined in ordaining Preſbyterian Miniſters. 
Dr. Coke has ingenuouſly told the world bis ſentiznents in his Ser- 
mon preached at the Ordination of the Rev. Francis Aſbury, p. 6. 
London Edition, 1785. He there avows his diflent, and calls the 
union betwixt the Church and the State antichriflian!!! If any 
preference be give to theſe diſſenting Clergy, it will be impoſſible to 
make the world believe you are Church People, or ſatisfy the 
Preachers, 

5. Let do more licences be taken out for either Preachers or 


dts an 3 but ſtand to the conſequences, ſhould you be 
| brought 
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brought before the Rulers for not taking them. Had this point 
been, attended to from the beginning, we ſhould have had our 
grieyances redreſſed long ſince. Mr, Weſley adviſed the preachers 
not to take out licences. And ſeveral of us have followed his ad- 
vice, and never have taken any. What kind of a being is a licenſed 
diſſenting churchman ? 

Suppoſe this plan could be conſiſtently reduced to practice, we 
might then ſay with ſome propriety, that we wiſhed to keep as near 
the church as we could. If it be not, it is not my fault. 

III. Should both theſe ſchemes fail, or be rejected, I know but 
one way remaining, that will preſerve us from confuſion; namely, 
by attending to the following particulars, 

t. By no means make a formal ſeparation from the Church. 


We are not called to this at preſent. It would anſwer no good end 
to the connection, and would certainly drive away many very ex- 
cellent people. Keep up as ſtrongly as ever the preaching on Sunday 
Mornings at ſeven, and on Sunday Evenings after church time. 
Let every one that is ſo diſpoſed, go to church; and let no one con- 


ſider ſuch a perſon as acting contrary to any rule of ours, becauſe 
he or ſhe does not chuſe to attend our ſervice in church time. Upon 
this plan every individual may enjoy all the privileges of the Society, | 
and yet go to church as often as there is ſervice in it. This is all 


that any reaſonable chriſtian can deſire. 


4+ 2. Let all who chuſe to attend our ſervice in church- hours have 


$ "nd ſame hberty. Going to church was never a condition of being 


in our ſociety. Thoſe therefore who attempt to make it ſuch, are 
endeavouring to ſubvert the Old Plan. But it is objected, If 
ſervice be allowed in our chayels in church- hours, the people will 
not be ſatisfied unleſs they have the Sacrament alſo.” This is 
moſt undoubtedly true. And would it not grieve you if the people 
were ſatisfied without it? Could you think much of the religion 
of a people that pretended great love to the blefſed Jeſus who 
ſhed his precious blood to redeem their ſouls, if they neglected 
the „ dear memorials of his dying love?“ Is it not enough to 
make us aſhamed to look God in the face, when we reflect upon 
the nature and importance of the Lord's Supper, and confider how 
it is treated by many of the Methodiſts! Some are careleſs about 
it ; others, in a trifling ſpirit, ſay they receive it as the Quakers do 
On the other hand, hundreds in Manchefter, Birmingham, Liver- 
pool, and ſcores of places beſide, who wiſh to receive it from the 

D men 
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men of God who were the inſtruments of their ſalvation, are 
obliged to pine in ſecret for want of it. Shall careleſs triflers, who 
negle& this ſacred ordinance, be countenanced on one hand, and 
ſerious people be lighted on the other? Beſide, how many excellent 
people have been driven from us, for want of having an opportu- 
nity thus to ſhew forth the Lord's death! Do you ſay, Let 
them go away !''—< Shame burn your cheek l' may they not reply, 
Go you away ? have they not an equal right to ſay ſo? Try whe- 
ther they cannot do without you. But it will make us Diſ- 
ſenters, and be contrary to the O Plan which the Preachers 
agreed to follow.” The firſt part of this objection is anſwered. 
It will no more make you Diſſenters than meeting a claſs or a band 
at three o'clock on Sunday afternoon will, nor ſo much. Let him 


that can, confute me, and I will yield. It is public worſhip, not 


the Sacrament exclufively, that the laws take knowledge of. 
Though you receive it every week in your own chapels, you need 
not be Diſſenters unleſs you chuſe. The latter part of the objection 


is equally groundleſs, The Old Plan which the Preachers agreed 


to follow has no alluſion that 1 know of to the Sacraments. Our 
words are, Min. p. 25. We engage to follow ſtrictly the plan 
which Mr. Weſley left us at his death.” The Sacraments were 
adminiſtered by ſeveral of the ordained Preachers before Mr. Weſ- 
ley's death, That of Baptiſm in various places, without any or- 


dination at all, Mr. Weſley knew this: and they knew him not, 


or they belie their conſcienccs, who ſay, he could not help it. Nay, 
Mr. Weſley himſelf took Mr. Miles, who never was ordained, 
within the rails at Dublin, to aſſiſt him in giving the Lord's Sup- 
per! Mr. Welley deſigned the Lord's Supper to be adminiſtered 
by the ordained Preachers, or why did he at their ordination, aſk 
them, Will you then give your faithful diligence, always ſo to 
Miniſter the doctrine and SACRAMENTS,—as the Lord hath 


"commanded ?”* And why elſe did he deliver the Bible into their 


hands, ſaying theſe words, Take thou authority to preach the 
Word of God, and to adminiſter the holy SACRAMENTS in the 
congregation ?** You may ſay, This was for Scotland or Ame- 
rica.” TI fay, It was no ſuch thing. Meſſrs. Mather, Moore, &c. 
were not ordained for either Scotland or America, any more than I 
was. Therefore, the people who deſire it, having the Lord's Supper 
from the Preachers whom the Conference may authoriſe to admi- 

niſter 
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niſter it, is no breach of the plan left by Mr. Weſley, nor the ſmalleſt 
infringement on the engagement of the Conference, Common 
ſenſe will convince any man, that the Conference would never 
make an engagement ſo unſcriptural in its nature, and injurious in 
its conſequences, as that of ſhutting out the Sacrament would be. 
Nay, it would be breaking the plan which Mr. Weſley left at his 
death, if they had ſo engaged. The plan which the Conference 
will ſtritly follow is, that © No Preacher ſhould be ſtationed for 
any circuit aboye two years ſucceſſively, unleſs God has been 
pleaſed to uſe him as an inſtrument of a remarkable vival. What 
has this to do with a Preacher's giving the Sacrament, by the ap- 
pointment, or permiſſion of the Conference, to thoſe people in his 
circuit WHO DESIRE IT? If you would hinder this by com- 
p#:fion, becauſe you do not approve of it, would you not fine, im- 
priſon, baniſh, torture, or burn your Brother in Chriſt, ſooner than 
he ſhould enjoy his CHRISTIAN LIBERTY ? You may ſay 
No: but God knows, I would not truſt you out of my power. 
The conference engaged further, to maintain the Methodiſt plan 
of Claſſes, Bands, Love-feaſts, Watch-nights, and Quarterly- 
meetings, as Mr, Weſley left them. 

Will the granting all that is wiſhed for, interfere with this en- 
gagement? You know it will not. © But this plan will increaſe 
the Preacher's influence too much. This objection I do not under- 
ſtand. For my own part, I live ſincerely beloved by many thou- 
ſands of good people, who have profited by my miniftry. 'This is 
all the influence I want, and I think my brethren are herein like- 
minded. What can any Preacher gain by his influence, except an 
opportunity of being more uſeful ? You ſurely do not envy him 
this ! To conclude for the preſent, (prepared for a reply) I give it 
as my opinion, that while all the Methodiſts who chuſe it, go to 
church, and all who do not have full liberty to receive the ordinances 
from their own Preachers, under the direction and control of the 
Conference, the connection will ſtand, as a part of the Church of 
Chriſt, on the rock of ages, and the gates of bell ſhall not prevail 
againſt it. Amen. | 
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